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LETTER FROM CARA

Our kids will be seeking jobs that don't yet exist. That's why it's not enough to just
impart knowledge — we have to teach them how to think, how to adapt, and how
to approach the unknown with creativity and confidence.

This past year, we expanded our hands-on, maker-based learning programs in
order to do just that. Our partnerships with Montgomery County Public Schools
and others have enabled us to reach thousands more children, in particular those
traditionally underrepresented in STEM.

Our impact is evident in our numbers: in the thousands of middle schoolers who
rose to meet the Invent the Future Challenge, the hundreds of low-income third
graders from our pilot Elementary Invention Studio program, the many teachers
who deepened their skills in our professional development workshops — and in the

results of the Harvard PEAR Institute study that measured the impact of our work,
finding that our students make significant gains in essential skills for the future.

But our impact is also evident in the people, in the many teachers, parents, high
school apprentices, maker educators, and especially, kids who come through KID
Museum'’s experiential learning space. In this report, you'll meet some of these
special people — each with her own story to tell, and each a changemaker in her
own right.

This is how we have impact: by empowering change and growth for the individuals
we serve, and for our community. We are deeply grateful to our partners, donors,
and others whose support enables us to achieve our vision of ensuring that our
kids are ready to meet — and invent — the future.

CARA LESSER
Founder & Executive Director
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STORIES OF IMPACT )

LIZA MANFRED

Director of Education Strategy &
Planning for KID Museum

“Our goal with Invention Studio is not to churn out engineers.
Instead, it's to build kids’ confidence to ask questions and learn new
things. We want them to recognize their ability to learn a variety

of skills and have the agency to pursue whatever it is that they are
passionate about.

These are big goals — with long-term outcomes. It's important to
build a culture of makers and a community of practice around

this type of learning. And we're getting there: our partnerships with
schools and teachers are true collaborations. We're working together
to develop the best possible learning experience for our students.

We've been offering Invention Studio for six years, and we continue
to refine and improve, based on feedback from students and
teachers, to meet the outcomes we are hoping to achieve. We've
created an environment where kids can take risks, make a bold
choice, explore something new. These are the experiences that can
translate to the rest of their lives.

Kids who go through this program become creative problem-solvers.
They get to know that they are capable. They aren't doing it to win a
prize, but because they know the experience itself is exciting.”
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We’ve created an
environment where
kids can take risks,
make a bold choice,
explore something
new. These are the
experiences that
can translate to the
rest of their lives.

TRANSFORMING
EDUCATION

KID Museum is transforming what learning looks like to prepare
kids for success in a fast-changing world. We provide powerful
learning experiences that can’t be found in any textbook or in most
classrooms — combining hands-on, technical skills like coding and
fabrication with “21st century” skills like perseverance, creative
problem-solving, and collaboration.

We organize our work around three key goals:

3.

Creating
Community
Change

Activating
Interest

2.

Building
Skills
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EVA-JESSY
GUECH

Invent the Future Challenge participant,
7th grader at Earle B. Wood Middle School

“For the Invent the Future Challenge, we had to think about how our
invention could impact the world. My team and | designed a “smart”
fire detector to help with terrible fires like the ones in California last
year. We had to anticipate different problems we could have as we
built it, and come up with solutions when we hit walls. I've had to
advocate for my ideas. I've had to learn to work with my teammates.
When | speak now, | know what points | have to hit.

At school, it's a structured curriculum. At KID Museum, it’s like
Choose Your Own Adventure. You get to decide what interests you.
And from there on, you use your creativity. It's fun!”
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At school, it’s

a structured
curriculum. At KID
Museum, it’s like
Choose Your Own
Adventure. You
get to decide what
interests you.

CREATING
COMMUNITY
CHANGE

KID Museum is helping to set the agenda around what our kids
need to thrive in the future. We're creating opportunities for
dialogue and idea-sharing among parents, educators, students,
local business leaders, and the broader community through a
series of programs and events. This past year, we brought
together community leaders and local changemakers at the
Invent the Future Challenge Summit, FutureFest, and our
Community Conversation series.

Dr. Shanika Hope, Head of Content
and Research at Amazon Web Services
Educate, gives an inspirational keynote

speech at the Invent the Future
Challenge Summit.

Acclaimed author Daniel H. Pink
moderates a panel of distinguished guests
at this year’s Community Conversation.
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INVENTION
STUDIC

KID Museum’s signature program, Invention Studio, is a multi-
session, deep learning experience for elementary and middle
school students. Through the process of designing and developing
their own inventions, students learn key technical and 21st
century skills, like creative problem-solving, perseverance,

and collaboration. The program includes multiple skill-building
sessions at KID Museum throughout the school year, professional
development for teachers, and a culminating showcase event.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
INVENTION STUDIO

KID Museum'’s Invention
Studio program for middle
schoolers is centered around
the community-wide Invent the
Future Challenge. Developed in
partnership with Montgomery
County Public Schools (MCPS),
the Challenge invites teams of
students to develop innovative
solutions to real-world
environmental problems.

663 students served during
the 2018-19 school year

ELEMENTARY
INVENTION STUDIO

The Elementary Invention Studio
Program introduces STEM and
21st century skills to students
at a critical younger age. Piloted
in the past year with two Title

1 MCPS schools, this program
engages students in designing
and building their own robots,
combining the principles of
robotics and coding with open-
ended exploration and art.

192 students served in
elementary pilot program

PROVEN IMPACT

Multi-year assessments by the PEAR Institute at Harvard
Medical School and McLean Hospital show that students
in the Middle School Invention Studio program are making
big gains in areas like STEM interest, critical thinking, and
perseverance.

) U

49% FARMS 82% of students showed an
(Free and Reduced Meals) increase in critical thinking

79% of students showed an 70% of students showed an
increase in STEM engagement increase in perseverance
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STEPHANIE

DEEP PARTNERSHIPS
WITH SCHOOLS

KID Museum'’s deep partnerships with Montgomery County Public
Schools and independent schools include co-designing curriculum,
providing comprehensive professional development to teachers,
and creating a platform for engaging students both in and outside

SEQ GOULD

STEM Teacher at Parkland Middle School

“Students get so much more out of two hours at KID Museum than
they do in a whole quarter of trying to teach them one subject at
school. This program has reinspired me as a teacher — and I've heard
the same from other teachers. I've been able to incorporate more
hands-on learning into the classroom. Now we stress “mind of a
maker” skills (perseverance, collaboration, creative problem-solving),
no matter what we are teaching. These are skills they can apply
anywhere.

The kids who have been through the Invention Studio program are
more open-minded at school. They trust that they can take risks in
the classroom, because they took risks at KID. They’re willing

to try to solve a problem for a lot longer than the kids who haven't
done the program. They're persistent, they are good at working with
each other and listening to each other’s ideas. They see themselves
as problem-solvers.

If | had the power, I'd have every kid participate in this program.”
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This program has
reinspired me as

a teacher -and

I’'ve heard the
same from other
teachers. I've been
able to incorporate
more hands-on
learning into the
classroom.

of the classroom.

A. Mario Loiederman Middle School
Argyle Middle School

Barnesville School of Arts & Sciences

Benjamin Banneker Middle School
Briggs Chaney Middle School
Bullis School

Cabin John Middle School

Col. E. Brooke Lee Middle School

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle
School

Earle B. Wood Middle School
Eastern Middle School

Forest Oak Middle School
Francis Scott Key Middle School
Gaithersburg Middle School
Green Acres School

Harbor School

Herbert Hoover Middle School
Holmes Middle School

Holy Trinity School

Julius West Middle School

Kemp Mill Elementary School
Kingsview Middle School
Lakelands Park Middle School
Montgomery College

Montgomery County Public Schools
Montgomery Village Middle School
Neelsville Middle School

Newport Mill Middle School

North Bethesda Middle School
Parkland Middle School

Primary Day School

Redland Middle School

Robert Frost Middle School

Roberto W. Clemente Middle School

Rocky Hill Middle School

Rosa M. Parks Middle School
Saint James Children’s School
Sargent Shriver Elementary School
Shady Grove Middle School

Sheridan School
Sidwell Friends School
Silver Creek Middle School

Silver Spring International Middle
School

Sligo Middle School

St. Anselm’s Abbey School
Takoma Park Middle School

The Harbor School

Thomas W. Pyle Middle School
Tilden Middle School
Washington Episcopal School
Washington International School
Westland Middle School

White Oak School

Whittle School & Studios
William H. Farquhar Middle School
Wyngate Elementary School
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DANIELA
MOREIRA

KID Museum High School Apprentice

“As a kid, | would build with cardboard and take apart remote
controls. | was always very curious, but | wasn’t able to attend
enrichment programs. | started in the Apprenticeship Program at KID
Museum when | was a freshman in high school, and now I'll be going
to college on a full scholarship to study chemical engineering.

KID Museum is so important because it's unlike anything else. I've
loved having mentors. I've learned skills that | never would have had,
like electronics and coding. I've made horses out of planks of wood
and tables that could support my weight. I've also learned teaching
strategies from them, and how to work with kids. I've learned
patience, and understanding, and empathy for people... I've become
a fuller person because of it.

KID Museum is everything. It's like a home.”
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I've learned

skills that I never
would have had,
like electronics

and coding... I've
learned patience,
and understanding,
and empathy for
people... I've become
a fuller person
because of it.

FINANCIALS 2018
p_

Total Income

INCOME

I contributed Income: $ 1,110,722 (55%)

Corporate: $239,072
Foundation: $203,555

Government Grants: $556,992

Individual: $111,103

B Earned Income: $594,749 (30%)

B 1n-Kind: $ 297,316 (15%)

EXPENSE

I Program Services: $1,513,793 (80%)

. Management & General: $185,991 (10%)

B Fundraising: $192,749 (10%)

$2,002,787

Total Expense

$1,892,533

CHANGE IN
NET ASSETS

Net assets
Beginning of year
$ 303,883

Change in net assets
$110,254

Net assets
End of year
$414,137

CASH & CASH
EQUIVALENTS

End of year $440,266
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2018-2019 CONTRIBUTORS* )}

CORPORATIONS &
ORGANIZATIONS

American Gene Technologies

Best Buy Foundation

CDW-G Computers

Central Japan Railway Company

Chinese Culture & Community Service
Corp

Comcast

Cooper Building Services

Creative Kids Initiative

CuriosityStream

Eagle Bank

Emergent BioSolutions

Gallagher & Associates

Hewlett Packard Enterprises

Inter-American Development Bank

JLL

K.C. Company, Inc. Pella Windows &

Doors & K.C. South, LLC (Pella Windows)

KinderCare

L.L. Bean, Inc.

Learch Early & Brewer

Lockheed Martin

Lunii

M&T Bank

Marriott International, Inc

MOM's Organic Market

Montgomery College

Montgomery County Economic

Development Corporation

Montgomery County Public Libraries

Montgomery Sister Cities

NFP | The Meltzer Group

Pepco, an Exelon Company

Ropes & Gray LLP

Shaner & Helf, LLC

The Boeing Company

Themis Insight, LLC

Tower Companies
Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield
United Therapeutics Corporation
Verizon Foundation

Washington Gas

Xometry

FOUNDATIONS

Bernard Family Foundation

Charendoff/Rosenberg Charitable
Foundation

George Wasserman Family Foundation

Greater Washington Community
Foundation

Jim & Carol Trawick Foundation

Mead Family Foundation

Samuel & Sylvia Kaplan Family Foundation

The Arthur C. Clarke Foundation

The Lawrence B. Taishoff Foundation

The Leder Family Philantrophic Fund

The Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Foundation

Wilder-Taff Foundation

GOVERNMENT

Arts and Humanities Council of
Montgomery County

City of Rockville

IMLS/George Washington University

Montgomery County

SCHOOL PARTNERS

Bullis School

Green Acres School
Washington Episcopal School
Whittle School

INDIVIDUAL
DONORS

Matthew & Jami Axelrod

Steve & Heidi Bauer

Kameha Bell

Shirley Brandman & Howard Shapiro
Robert G. Brewer, Jr.

Robert Buchanan

Gene Burkett

Scott & Susan Butera
Christopher & Sharon Carpenito
Jill Chessen & Danny Cohen
Rick and Sonia Chessen

Claire Cocciole & Paul Roehrig
Craig Cohen

Liza Cohen-Dumani

Daniel & Rebecca Farrington
David Goldberg & Alison Rodner
Aleksey & Olga Gorbachev
Meredith & Rob Gramlich

Gary & Julie Greenstein

Richard Hayman

Susan Hendrickson & Rob Kohn
Charles Hess

Scott Joftus & Cara Lesser
Stuart & Robin Jones

Robert Kohn

INDIVIDUAL
DONORS
(continued)

Pamela Kurland

Charles & Wendy LaDuca
Michael Lang

The Lathan-Kubalak Family
Songbae Lee

Glenn Leon

Ruth & Robert Lesser
Jonathan & Vicky Levy

Reid & Nancy Liffman

Michael & Ellen Lin

Lisa Mandell

Lee & Susan Manfred

Jerry & Andrea Morenoff
Robert & Stephanie Oshinsky
Kim Pham

Daniel Pink & Jessica Lerner
Maurice & Carmen Puerto
Jeremiah Rabitor

Emily Rales

Alex & Sasha Rene

Henry & Ady Rosenberg

Sally Rosenberg & Bruce Charendoff
Jeff Schueler

Mickie Simon & Brian Schwalb
Josh & Emma Starr

The Taishoff Family

Aubrey & Nicole Verdun

Beth Redlich & Howard Widra
Julie & Scott Zebrak

*Contributions of $500+ made between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019
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KID Museum thanks Montgomery County and
Montgomery County Public Libraries, as well as our
members, staff, apprentices, volunteers, partners,
donors, and our Board of Directors.

KID Museum is proud to be chosen by
the Catalogue for Philanthropy: Greater
D.C. as one of the best nonprofits in the
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.

KID Museum | 6400 Democracy Blvd. Bethesda, MD 20817
3018975437 | info@kid-museum.org | kid-museum.org
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